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(Exceptions	are	currently	in	place	to	qualify	independent	contractors	and	the	self-employed,	but	those	rules	expire	at	the	end	of	2020.)	Photo	Courtesy:	Stefan	Wermuth/Bloomberg/Getty	Images	Each	state	has	different	compliance	requirements	with	respect	to	minimum	wages	and	working	hours,	so	we	recommend	consulting	your	state’s
unemployment	agency	for	details.	I	was	born	in	the	former	Soviet	Union	where,	like	in	most	of	Europe	and	Asia,	algebra	is	taught	starting	in	4th	grade.	Texas,	for	example,	waived	their	work	search	requirement	for	many	months	but	reinstated	it	on	November	1.	That	gets	better	with	practice.	What’s	more	fun	than	a	brand	new	challenge?My	kids	are
so	well	brainwashed	(right-wing	or	left;	your	choice)	in	this	regard	that	my	then	4th-grader	was	grinning	ear	to	ear	and	bouncing	up	and	down	with	excitement	prior	to	taking	the	test	that	would	qualify	him	for	John	Hopkins	Center	for	Talented	Youth	Programming.	Although	this	rule	may	vary	by	state	at	times	due	to	special	circumstances	(like	a
global	pandemic),	the	general	rule	of	thumb	is	that	you’re	expected	to	pursue	work	leads	every	week	and	report	your	work	search	efforts	in	your	weekly	claim.Do	you	have	COVID-19-specific	questions	about	unemployment	benefits	and	stimulus	checks?	Imagine	you	are	skipping	down	the	street	and,	whoops,	you’ve	dropped	the	book	you	were	reading
in	a	shredder.	Music	recitals.	And	then	we’ll	study	those,	whether	or	not	I	think	they’re	any	good.The	author’s	son,	Gregory,	age	11,	at	the	Massachusetts	Institute	of	TechnologyCourtesy	of	Alina	AdamsIt’s	not	that	I	think	standardized	tests	are	predictive	of	future	success.	Monsters	in	the	closet.	Even	worse,	months	later,	many	jobless	people	were
still	desperately	trying	to	cut	through	all	the	red	tape	and	the	massive	volume	of	people	to	file	their	own	unemployment	claims.	Our	peers	over	at	Ask.com	have	the	answers.	If	you’re	wondering	how	to	file	a	claim	after	all	the	changes,	we	can	help	you	figure	it	out.	I	tell	my	children	they’re	right	to	be	worried.	You’ll	be	required	to	answer	some
questions	about	any	work	you	completed	each	week	as	well	as	any	other	income	you	received.	By	the	end	of	April,	a	staggering	30	million	Americans	had	filed	for	unemployment	benefits.	He	assures	me	that	the	math	on	the	SHSAT	is	equally	irrelevant	to	the	real	world.The	author’s	daughter,	Aries,	age	8Courtesy	of	Alina	AdamsBut,	once	again,	what	I
think	doesn’t	matter.	And	the	only	way	to	overcome	that	worry	is	to	study	so	hard	that	you	know	you’ve	got	this.	Nearly	all	unemployment	agencies	accept	claims	online,	especially	in	light	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	He	has	run	training	programs	at	companies	like	HP	and	Sony	Mobile,	and	has	helped	coach	countless	startups	and	entrepreneurs.	In
most	cases,	you	will	file	a	claim	with	the	state	where	you	most	recently	worked,	but	if	you	recently	relocated	from	another	state,	that	may	not	be	the	case.	Nerves	are	nerves	are	nerves.	Lots	of	things	in	a	kid’s	life	are	stressful.	Because	that’s	all	any	test	is.	After	a	few	years	at	the	most	academically	rigorous	school	we	could	get	him	into	considering
his	pathetic	test	results,	he	was	scoring	in	the	top	stanines.	It’s	the	experience	of	taking	it.Testing,	like	anything	else,	is	an	acquired	skill.	Several	states	conduct	telephone	interviews	before	the	final	ruling	to	help	prevent	potential	unemployment	insurance	fraud.	His	advice	is	thoughtful,	battle-tested,	and	pleasantly	practical.	In	order	to	qualify	for
the	program,	he	needed	to	take	the	SCAT	and	hit	a	certain	score	on	both	their	Verbal	and	Math	portions.	During	this	interview,	you	will	be	asked	specific	questions	about	your	employment	background	and	other	information	mentioned	in	your	claim.	If	you	want	to	make	sure	your	claim	isn’t	delayed,	be	sure	to	complete	all	the	sections	fully	and
accurately.	Additionally,	if	your	application	is	denied	for	any	reason,	you	have	the	right	to	file	an	appeal	to	try	to	overturn	the	denial.Step	3:	Verify	Your	IdentityDuring	the	initial	application	process,	each	state’s	unemployment	division	will	ask	you	to	verify	and	authenticate	your	identity.	Moreover,	if	you	willingly	quit	your	job,	are	an	independent
contractor	or	otherwise	self-employed,	or	can’t	go	back	to	work	for	health	or	other	reasons,	you	might	not	qualify.	No	one	comes	out	of	the	womb	hard-wired	to	bubble	in	Scantron	sheets.	The	state	agency	will	provide	guidance	on	that	as	well	as	any	other	issues	that	could	impact	your	claim.Step	2:	Determine	Your	EligibilityAs	stated	earlier,	you	need
to	meet	certain	criteria	in	order	to	be	eligible	for	unemployment	benefits.	Good	to	know	the	criticism	is	bipartisan.)But	it	doesn’t	matter	what	I	think.	Not	that	there’s	a	particularly	strong	correlation	between	a	high	IQ	and	professional	or	personal	success,	in	any	case.	The	online	process	isn’t	just	helpful	for	pandemic	safety	reasons.	Alongside	running
a	variety	of	little	businesses	over	the	past	fourteen	years,	Rob	is	the	author	of	three	practical	handbooks	to	what	he's	learned	along	the	way,	including	the	The	Mom	Test	(about	entrepreneurship	and	customer	development),	The	Workshop	Survival	Guide	(about	education	design	and	facilitation),	and	Write	Useful	Books	(about	designing	nonfiction	as	a
recommendable,	problem-solving	product).His	books	are	taught	at	universities	like	Harvard,	MIT,	and	UCL,	and	are	used	as	training	manuals	at	companies	like	SkyScanner	and	Shopify.	IQ	can	go	up	and	down	by	as	much	as	20	points	on	any	given	day	throughout	childhood,	making	all	those	99th	percentile	“gifted”	tracks	and	designations	handed	out
in	elementary	school	utterly	meaningless.	Why	should	school	be	exempt?	If	this	is	the	test	my	kids	need	to	take	in	order	to	get	into	NYC’s	top	public	high-schools,	then	that’s	the	test	they’ll	take.Because	it’s	not	the	subject	matter	that	I	find	valuable.	or	its	affiliates	All	over	the	country,	from	Pennsylvania	to	Ohio	to	Florida	to	Oregon,	parents	are
rallying	and	rejecting	standardized	tests	for	their	elementary,	middle,	and	high-school	kids.Not	me.	And	even	sign	them	up	for	extra	ones.Why?	MORE	FROM	ASKMONEY.COM	©	1996-2014,	Amazon.com,	Inc.	In	a	few	years,	when	the	political	winds	inevitably	shift,	there’ll	be	a	new	magic	bullet,	and	some	new	standards.	Friendship.	It	depends	on	the
reason	you	were	fired,	and	the	rules	vary	by	state.	These	state-run	agencies	give	people	access	to	job	listings	and	career	training	resources,	and	registration	is	mandatory	to	receive	your	unemployment	insurance	benefits.	Find	short	videos	from	Rob	answering	book	questions	at	Or	learn	more	about	him	at	Anything	you	can	do	manually	in	your
browser,	Browserflow	can,	too.	Set	up	email	notifications,	if	possible,	and	watch	closely	for	any	messages	requesting	additional	information.	Chores.	I	tell	my	children	that	it’s	a	test	to	see	if	you	can	figure	out	what	answer	they	want	you	to	give,	rather	than	the	one	you	may	think	is	right.The	author’s	son,	Adam	(shown	at	age	10)	has	taken	his	share	of
standardized	tests.Courtesy	of	Alina	AdamsParents	complain	that	children	are	making	themselves	physically	ill,	worrying	about	the	high-stakes	tests.	Faster.Automate	locallyUnleash	Browserflow	in	your	own	browser	to	automate	local	workflows	and	avoid	bot	detection.Automate	in	the	cloudDeploy	flows	to	the	cloud	to	automate	even	when	you're
asleep	or	on	vacation.Google	Sheets	integrationRead	and	write	to	Google	Sheets	to	easily	access	and	update	your	data.Schedule	flowsRun	your	flows	automatically,	from	every	minute	to	every	month.Ready-made	solutionsReuse	flows	built	by	the	community	and	share	flows	you've	made	yourself.Rotating	proxiesBypass	rate	limits	and	automate	at	scale
using	built-in	proxies.	My	husband	is	an	MIT-trained	engineer.	“Gifted”	test	takers	are	made,	not	born.	Grit	and	mindset	are	much	more	important.And	it’s	not	that	I	even	believe	what’s	actually	being	tested	is	of	value.	In	some	cases,	people	who	were	fired,	suspended	or	asked	to	take	a	leave	of	absence	don’t	qualify	for	unemployment.	Without	a
doubt,	the	ongoing	pandemic	throws	a	bit	of	a	wrench	into	the	process	of	actively	seeking	work,	so	that	component	may	vary	from	state	to	state	and	could	change	at	any	time.	The	proctor	even	observed,	“I	have	never	seen	somebody	so	happy	to	be	taking	a	test	before!”That	particular	exam,	an	above	grade	School	and	College	Ability	Test	(SCAT),	is
the	perfect	example	of	my	philosophy.	When	my	oldest	took	his	first	standardized	test	at	the	age	of	4,	he	tanked	it	spectacularly	(i.e.	he	was	labeled	“average,”	the	kiss	of	death	in	NYC).	Photo	Courtesy:	JGI/Tom	Grill/Getty	Images	After	you’ve	lost	your	job,	contact	your	state	unemployment	agency	as	soon	as	possible.	If	you	fail	to	answer	the	questions
correctly	—	or	don’t	consent	to	this	process	—	you	will	most	likely	be	asked	to	provide	the	agency	with	documents	that	verify	your	identity.Step	4:	File	Your	ClaimOnce	you	confirm	your	eligibility,	it’s	time	to	file	your	claim.	Now	put	it	back	together,	sentence	by	sentence.	If	Common	Core	is	the	new	law	of	the	land,	then	it’s	the	new	law	of	the	land.
Might	as	well	get	as	much	practice	as	you	can,	and	become	really,	really	good	at	it.It’s	not	that	I’m	a	fan	of	the	Common	Core.	Finally,	keep	in	mind	that	unemployment	benefits	are	taxable,	so	it’s	generally	wise	to	choose	to	have	taxes	withheld	from	each	payment	when	you	first	open	your	claim.Step	5:	Collect	Your	Unemployment	BenefitsMost	claims
are	processed	within	two	to	three	calendar	weeks	or	10	business	days,	although	delays	could	occur	during	times	of	high	claim	volumes.	I	have	never	once	needed	to	put	such	a	skill	into	effect.	While	you	may	be	breathing	an	initial	sigh	of	relief	once	your	initial	claim	is	processed,	be	sure	to	maintain	your	eligibility	status	by	continuing	your	job	search
as	directed.Step	6:	File	Your	Weekly	Payment	Request	and	Keep	Up	the	Job	SearchOnce	you	start	receiving	unemployment	benefits,	you	have	to	file	weekly	or	biweekly	(varies	by	state)	payment	requests	online	to	be	paid	—	no	exceptions.	My	son	wanted	to	enroll	in	some	classes	that	CTY	offered.	Photo	Courtesy:	svetikd/E+/Getty	Images	Finally,	it’s
important	to	keep	in	mind	that	unemployment	benefits	are	usually	contingent	upon	a	recipient	doing	their	part	to	actively	look	for	a	new	job.	Especially	when	managing	to	control	your	anxiety	in	one	arena	will	ultimately	result	in	benefits	across	the	board.	And	learning	to	control	them	is	fundamental,	no	matter	what	you’re	doing.Then	again,	I	also	tell
my	kids	that	test	taking	is	fun!	It’s	a	chance	to	demonstrate	(show	off)	what	you’ve	learned	up	to	this	point,	shine	a	light	on	skills	you	need	to	beef	up,	and,	best	of	all,	encounter	material	you	might	have	never	previously	seen.	She	blogs	about	parenting,	media,	and	educational	issues,	and	is	currently	writing	her	next	book	live	on	the	web	with	real-time
reader	feedback	at:	www.AlinaAdams.com.	I	think	America’s	new,	“highly	rigorous”	standards	are	simultaneously	too	easy	and,	with	their	focus	on	narrative,	needlessly	over-complicated.	I	tell	my	kids	that	it’s	a	test	of	how	well	they	can	follow	instructions,	and	that	they	can	be	creative	on	their	own	time.Parents	claim	that	bright	children	over-think
the	simplistic	questions	and	end	up	getting	them	wrong,	as	a	result.	Depending	on	the	state	you	reside	in,	you	will	be	eligible	to	apply	for	unemployment	benefits	online,	in	person,	on	the	phone	or	by	mailing	in	a	claim	form.	Photo	Courtesy:	SDI	Productions/E+/Getty	Images	When	you	file	your	claim,	you	will	be	asked	for	some	personal	information,
including	your	name,	address(es),	social	security	number	(SSN),	last	18	months	of	employment	history,	a	record	of	wages	earned	and	the	reason	and	dates	for	your	employment	termination.	(For	this,	I	have	been	accused	of	being	both	a	right-wing	and	a	left-wing,	brainwashed	shill.	To	qualify	for	unemployment,	an	individual	who	lost	their	job	must	be
eligible	for	work,	able	to	work	and	actively	seeking	employment.	Photo	Courtesy:	Witthaya	Prasongsin/Moment/Getty	Images	Due	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	unemployment	rates	rose	sharply	in	the	United	States	in	the	spring	of	2020.	And	anyone	can	do	it.The	parents	currently	protesting	across	the	country	assert	that	rigid	testing	parameters	stifle
their	children’s	creativity.	If	you	fail	to	file	your	weekly	claim,	your	benefits	may	be	delayed	or	stopped	altogether.	When	my	oldest	took	the	Specialized	High	School	Admissions	Test	(SHSAT)	required	by	New	York	City,	he	was	forced	to	complete	a	section	called	Scrambled	Paragraphs.	Sports.	Photo	Courtesy:	skaman306/Moment/Getty	Images	Once
your	claim	has	been	processed,	you	will	need	to	make	an	appointment	at	your	nearest	American	Job	Center	for	your	state	or	set	up	an	account	online.	If	you	lost	your	job	due	to	the	pandemic	or	other	reasons,	here	are	the	steps	to	take	next	to	file	an	unemployment	claim	online.Step	1:	Contact	Your	State	Unemployment	AgencyWhether	you	were	laid
off	because	of	the	pandemic	or	lost	your	job	due	to	other	unforeseen	circumstances,	filing	for	unemployment	benefits	is	one	way	to	cover	a	portion	of	your	monthly	bills	while	you’re	between	jobs.	Virtual	systems	also	reduce	errors	and	speed	up	the	claim	process.	Because	nearly	every	day	of	our	lives,	human	beings	are	forced	to	jump	through
someone	else’s	arbitrary	hoops,	be	it	professionally	or	personally.	“He’s	a	natural!”	one	of	his	teachers	gushed.No.	He’s	not.	These	steps	may	take	place	as	you’re	filing	your	application,	or	they	could	be	the	last	steps	in	determining	your	eligibility.	Since	those	early	days	of	chaos,	most	states	have	adapted	and	made	improvements	to	handle	all	the
claims.	If	you	have	any	difficulty	locating	your	local	center,	contact	your	state	unemployment	agency	for	assistance.	It’s	a	means	to	an	end,	whether	that	end	is	an	enrichment	program,	a	gifted	class,	a	top-ranked	high-school,	a	diploma,	or	a	job	down	the	road.Giving	The	Powers	That	Be	what	they	want,	so	that	you,	in	turn,	can	get	what	you	want.
Long	story	short,	where	you’re	currently	residing	might	not	be	the	state	that	will	pay	you	unemployment	benefits	if	you	haven’t	lived	there	long.	These	types	of	requests	are	typically	very	time	sensitive.		Photo	Courtesy:	Justin	Sullivan/Getty	Images	In	some	cases,	an	unemployment	official	will	interview	you	to	clarify	and	verify	details	regarding	your
case	and	your	identity.	It’s	probably	the	most	useful	life-skill	there	is.And	the	best	way	for	my	kids	to	start	prepping	for	it,	is	with	a	standardized	test.The	more,	the	better.Alina	Adams	is	the	NYT	best-selling	author	of	soap-opera	tie-ins,	Figure	Skating	mysteries,	and	romance	novels.	I	have	my	three	children	—	ages	15,	11	and	8	—take	every
mandatory	test	that	comes	down	the	pike.	And	if	you	get	even	one	of	five	in	the	wrong	order,	the	whole	paragraph	is	marked	wrong.I’ve	been	a	professional	writer	for	over	20	years.
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